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“SO CALLED”

Verses of

Volence

in Abrahamic Texes
This forum of Abraham’s Table will explore “so called” verses of violence in
Torah, Bible and Qur’an. A general perspective on how to understand these
verses will be studied with a sample interpretation of such verses.

Abraham'’s table is a forum series organized by the center for
interfaith affairs of Peace Islands Institute. It aims to establish a
common ground among Abrahamic traditions.
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Rabbi Schneier

Our first keynote speaker of the evening was Rabbi Marc Schneier. The main
guestion asked by him was “How do we deal with those who differ from our beliefs?”
Citing chapters from The Torah, Rabbi Schneier read a few verses that if read
literally, seemed very violent. However, he urges the importance of not reading the
text in a selective manner, and instead, compares them to other texts that have to do
with the subject matter. Reading from a passage that seemed to imply the
justification to eradicate descendants of an ancient tribe, he cites the Talmud that it
means not to physically destroy, but eradicate certain negative behaviors by this tribe.
He concludes with stressing that we cannot, and must not, read the sacred text in a
literal fashion, and instead, turn to the oral interpretation of the Talmud to “help bring
understanding and sensitivity on how to deal with others.”

Reverend N.J L'Heureux, Jr.

Our second keynote speaker was Reverend N.J L'Heureux, Jr. He starts touching
briefly on early Christian history, stating that early Christians were pacifists and
against war. However, he attributes the misunderstanding of the texts and the
justification of violence in the name of Christianity due to different cultural factors and
different mindsets, as well as political and economical reasons throughout history.
Reverend L'Heureux places emphasis on that The Bible stresses kindness, and that
“kindness to other people is at the core of how we will be judged by God” and instead
that “judgment is the role of God himself”. Unfortunately, throughout history,
misinterpretation has led to the false impression that religion justifies violence.

Imam Shamsi Ali

Our last keynote speaker of the evening was Imam Shamsi Ali, who represented the
Islamic faith. As like the other two speakers, Imam Ali also stressed that we cannot
take specific passages without reading the text that surrounds it. Language must
also be taken into context, and can be a big source of misunderstanding. Imam Ali
cites a specific example of this when the Arabic word “Awliyah” is simply translated
into friend in a passage that would then read that Muslims cannot be friends with
Jews and Christians. This of course proved contradictory to other passages in The
Qu'ran. Lastly, he touched on the widely misinterpreted meaning of Jihad. In the
media, this word is presented as meaning “Holy War”, but instead, Jihad means, “to
struggle, to achieve goodness”. Imam Ali gave certain examples of Jihad in the
Qu’ran, and after reading the texts surrounding the initial quote, explained how they
could be misinterpreted.
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