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ABRAHAM'S TABLE
FORUM SERIES

Hate Crimes
Anti - Semitism

Abraham'’s table is a forum series organized by the center for
interfaith affairs of Peace Islands Institute. It aims to establish a
common ground among Abrahamic traditions.

This month’s topic was (Hate Crimes and Anti-Semitism)

Hate crimesare committed all over the world. Nowadays we are
experiencing a rise of Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia based hate crimes in
USA. In this session we will examine anti-Semitism. What really is anti-
Semitism? How do Abrahamic traditions perceive Anti-Semitism and
other discriminations? Why is this crime committed? \What can we do to
prevent such crime in our society as a faith community?
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Rabbi Joseph Potasnik,_Executive Vice President, New York

BIOGRAPHIES Board of Rabbis. Rabbi Potasnik talked about a superficial and
real, sincere dialog. He mentioned the raising anti-Semitism
recently and questioned why? “Education, bad economy,
extreme right seems to be reasons behind anti-Semitism” he
said, “the root of anti-Semitism, islamophia, anti-Christianity is
because people simply detest those who they perceive as being
different. It is the dislike of the unlike.” Rabbi suggested
speaking louder to defend one another’s rights. According to
him people are selective with their anger.” We have to build
stronger coalitions” he said. “It starts with Jews but it does not
end with Jews the person attacked me today will attack you
tomorrow”
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Rev. Dr. Elias D. Mallon, SA, PhD, Education and Interreligious
Affairs Officer, The Catholic Near East \Welfare Association.
Rev. Mallon talked about the change in people’s attitude since
9-11. “Some things have changed, | do not know why” he said.
He suggested that people are less tolerant than 10 years ago.
He suggested education as a solution. “There is difference
between education and training.” He said against Rabbi’'s point.
Yes we have to work more closely together and lauder however,
he said, “We have to make it down to the congressional level.”

Ibrahim Sayar, Director, Center for Interfaith Affairs at the
Peace Islands Institute. Mr. Sayar, talked about the sources of
evil or hatred according to Islam. He summarized these as
Satan and evil soul [nefs); he also gave examples from Quran
and Hadith (sayings of prophet Muhammed, pbuh). He later
talked about the motivations of hate crimes with a self-criticism
as Muslim. He underlined the real fight is between the
extremes of all traditions and moderate people. As part of a
solution Mr. Sayar offered continuous dialog, establishing trust,
providing first hand information and working around solid
projects together.

KEYNOTES

It starts with Jews but it does not end with
Jews. The person attacked me today will
attack you tomorrow

\We have to make it down to the
congressional level

If there is Moses, there will be Pharaoh.
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